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REGULATIONS
for the XVIII Republican Student Subject Olympiad
in the Educational Program 6B05202 – “Ecology”


I. General Provisions

This Regulation has been developed on the basis of the recommendations of the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan on the organization and conduct of the Republican Subject Olympiad among students of higher educational institutions of the Republic of Kazakhstan (hereinafter referred to as the Republican Olympiad). The Olympiad is held within the framework of the Republican Student Olympiads with the aim of identifying and developing special professional abilities of future specialists, as well as supporting talented students and forming a team for participation in republican and international Olympiads.
Main objectives of the Olympiad:
· improving the level of professional training of students in the field of ecology; 
· developing the research potential and environmental thinking of students; 
· identifying and supporting talented students; 
· forming the intellectual capital of learners; 
· encouraging students’ participation in solving urgent environmental problems in the context of sustainable development. 
Tasks of the Olympiad:
· assessing the level of theoretical knowledge and professional training of students in the field of ecology; 
· developing research skills; 
· forming environmental thinking and the ability to analyze ecological processes; 
· developing skills in solving practical environmental problems; 
· encouraging interest in scientific and professional activities in the field of sustainable development; 
· developing skills in presenting and defending research projects.

II. Procedure for Conducting the Republican Olympiad

The Republican Olympiad is held in two stages:
1. The first stage – intra-university stage; 
2. The second stage – held on the basis of designated leading higher education institutions.
Students of higher education institutions may participate in the first stage of the Olympiad in priority fields of study and higher education specializations.
The Rector (or Vice-Rector) of the university organizes competition committees for the relevant sections of the Olympiad with the involvement of representatives of leading scientific organizations, industrial enterprises, and local executive authorities.
Based on the results of the first stage (intra-university stage), the university competition committee, approved by the Rector’s order, selects the best students on a competitive basis to participate in the second stage of the Olympiad and sends them to the designated base universities.
When nominating students for participation in the second stage of the Republican Olympiad, the higher education institution submits the following documents to the base university: a letter signed by the Rector (or Vice-Rector) confirming the results of the first stage of the Olympiad, or a decision of the University Academic Council оформed in the form of minutes. The Olympiad at the base university is held in April.
All participants of the Republican Olympiad complete tasks using anonymized codes.
During the Olympiad, the jury monitors the completion of tasks by participants and ensures equal conditions for all.
The second stage of the Republican Olympiad is conducted in three rounds. In the first round, teams present a creative video aimed at introducing the team. Duration is 5–7 minutes. The maximum score is 10 points.
In the second round, all participants are given an individual test task in the disciplines “Geoecology,” “Environmental Monitoring,” “Industrial Ecology,” and “Environmental Regulation and Expertise.”
The test includes questions with one correct answer, multiple correct answers, and case-based tasks. The maximum score is 50 points.
In the third round of the Olympiad, participants defend their scientific project in the form of a presentation. The full text of the project is submitted to the jury members in printed (or electronic) form and must be prepared in accordance with the requirements (Appendix 1).
The defense of the scientific project must correspond to the topic: “Transformation of urban systems in the context of sustainable development: AI and strategies for adapting to global challenges”. Main directions (subtopics):
1. Climate change and urban adaptation strategies 
2. Cities of the future: scenarios and foresight research 
3. Urban design and spatial planning 
4. Sustainable urban development and the role of artificial intelligence in urban governance 
The maximum score for the completion and defense of the project is 40 points.
The final assessment is formed based on the results of all three rounds on a 100-point grading system.

III. Jury of the Olympiad and the Appeals Commission

The jury is composed of qualified and experienced faculty members of the university organizing the Olympiad. The jury makes the final decision based on the results of the Olympiad. An appeal may be submitted in written form within one hour after the completion of the Olympiad.
During the main round, a working group is formed from representatives of the organizing university. The responsibilities of this group include monitoring compliance with the rules of the Olympiad, answering participants’ questions, and resolving current organizational issues. By decision of the jury, team leaders may be included in the working group.

IV. Procedure for Summarizing the Results of the Republican Olympiad

The competition committee of the base university nominates the winners for awards in the following order:
· 1st place – Diploma of the I degree of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan (no more than one team); 
· 2nd place – Diplomas of the II degree of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan (no more than two students/teams); 
· 3rd place – Diplomas of the III degree of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan (no more than three students/teams). 
The decision of the Republican Commission on determining the winners of the second stage of the Olympiad is formalized in an appropriate protocol (separately for each specialization), which is signed by all members of the commission.
The next Republican Olympiad in the given specialization is held on the basis of the university whose student/team takes first place.


V. Procedure for Awarding the Winners of the Republican Olympiad

The winners of the Republican Olympiad who take 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places are awarded diplomas of the I, II, and III degrees of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

VI. Financing of the Olympiad

Travel expenses of Olympiad participants and team leaders are covered by the sending higher education institution.
The Olympiad organizer ensures the awarding of winners in both individual and team categories at the expense of the organizing university and sponsors attracted by the Olympiad organizing committee.

VII. Application for Participation in the Olympiad
Teams wishing to participate in the Olympiad must submit an application to the Olympiad Organizing Committee (Appendix 2).
The team application for participation in the Olympiad must include:
· the full name of the university (without abbreviations), official address, telephone, and fax number; 
· the surname, name, and patronymic of the teacher (team leader), and contact phone number; 
· the surname, name, and patronymic of the students, indicating the faculty, educational program, and year of study, as well as their contact phone numbers; 
· the language in which the tasks will be completed. 
Each participant must have an identity document with them.

VIII. Evaluation Criteria by Rounds

Round I. Team Presentation
Maximum score – 10 points
The evaluation of the team’s creative presentation (video) is carried out according to the following criteria:
1. Compliance with the content of the round and the theme of the Olympiad – 2 points. Assesses the reflection of the environmental focus, the objectives of the Olympiad, and the academic and professional profile of the team. 
2. Content and informativeness of the presentation – 2 points. Assesses the completeness of the presentation of the team, university, educational program, participants’ interests, and achievements. 
3. Originality and creative approach – 2 points. Assesses the uniqueness of the idea, creativity in presentation, and expressiveness of the script. 
4. Quality of visual and technical execution – 2 points. Assesses the quality of video, sound, editing, design, and overall aesthetics of the material. 
5. Team unity and presentation culture – 2 points
Assesses the coordination of participants, integrity of the team image, and culture of self-presentation.

Round II. Testing
Maximum score – 50 points
The testing is conducted in the following disciplines: “Geoecology,” “Environmental Monitoring,” “Industrial Ecology,” and “Environmental Regulation and Expertise.”
Evaluation procedure:
The test tasks include three types of questions:
1. Single-answer questions:
• correct answer – 1 point;
• incorrect answer or no answer – 0 points.
2. Multiple-answer questions:
• selecting all correct answers – 3 points;
• selecting one correct answer – 1.5 points;
• selecting incorrect options or no answer – 0 points.
3. Context-based questions (situational, analytical):
• correct completion of the task – 5 points;
• incorrect answer or no answer – 0 points.

Round III. Defense of the Scientific Project
Maximum score – 40 points
The evaluation of the scientific project on the Olympiad topic is carried out according to the following criteria:
1. Relevance of the project topic – 5 points. Assesses the significance of the chosen problem and its connection with current environmental challenges and sustainable development. 
2. Scientific validity and depth of topic disclosure – 10 points. Assesses the correct use of scientific concepts, research logic, quality of analysis, and the validity of conclusions. 
3. Practical significance and applicability of results – 8 points. Assesses the potential practical use of proposed solutions, recommendations, or models. 
4. Originality of the idea and independence of work – 5 points. Assesses the novelty of the approach, independence of analysis, and the team’s contribution. 
5. Quality of project presentation – 5 points. Assesses the structure of the presentation, clarity of delivery, quality of slides, and visual materials. 
6. Level of project defense and responses to jury questions – 7 points. Assesses mastery of the material, persuasiveness of the presentation, accuracy, and completeness of answers.

IX. Procedure for Determining Winners in Case of Equal Scores
If two or more teams achieve the same total score based on the results of all rounds of the Olympiad, the winner is determined according to the following priority criteria (in descending order of importance):
1. By the highest number of points scored in Round III (scientific project defense).
Justification: this round reflects the level of scientific thinking, research skills, and practical training of the participants. 
2. In case of equal scores in Round III — by the results of Round II (testing).
Preference is given to the team that demonstrates a higher level of theoretical knowledge. 
3. In case of equal scores in Rounds II and III — by the results of Round I (team presentation). 
4. In case of complete equality across all indicators, the decision is made by the jury through an open vote. 
In this case, the following factors are taken into account:
· depth and originality of the scientific project; 
· practical significance of the proposed solutions; 
· quality of answers to additional questions.



Appendix 1

Requirements for Scientific Projects:
The scientific project must be relevant, have scientific and practical significance, demonstrate novelty, and be based on original research.
Formatting requirements:
· Font: Times New Roman, 14 pt 
· Line spacing: 1.5 
· Volume: 15–30 pages 
Structure:
· Title page 
· Introduction 
· Object and research methods 
· Results and discussion 
· Conclusions 
· List of references 
· Appendices


Appendix 2


APPLICATION

for participation in the second round of the XVIII Republican Subject Olympiad among students of higher education institutions of the Republic of Kazakhstan, held on the basis of Abai Kazakh National Pedagogical University in the discipline “Ecology”
(to be completed individually by each student)



	Full name of the student
	

	Educational program and year of study
	

	Language of participation
	

	Contact phone number and email address of the participant
	

	Full and abbreviated name of the higher education institution, address and contact details (telephone, e-mail, fax)
	

	Full name of the Rector (without abbreviations)
	

	Team name
	

	Full name of the team leader, academic degree, position, contact phone number, and email address
	





Rector (Vice-Rector)___________________________ Place for seal
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